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SINCE THE 
INNER COURT і 
15 ORDINARILY ў q анна 
icono dd РЕСРЕР 
4 THAT THE 
SOME WERE " BANQUET 
OPPOSED b WOULD BE 
TO THIS... 1 HELD IN THE 
NORTHERN 
GROUNDS 
BUT IN ў OF THE 
ORDER TO m INNER 
GRANT THE COURT. 
REQUEST — : 
EZ OF THE 
M RULES WERE SPECIAL 
TEMPORARILY ENVOYS... 
RELAXED 
FOR THE 


A SHORT 
DISTANCE 
AWAY 
FROM THE 
-“ФТАМР £ CARRIAGE IN 
6^" 7 WHICH THE 


CARRIAGES 17 IMPERIAL : ENVOYS, 
OF THE FOUR Se MAJESTY'G = THE NIGHTS 
CONSORTS OWN. GUESTS OF 
FLANK THEM HONOR, ARE 
SEATED... 


BOTH. 


THIS WAY, 
THEY WILL 
BE ABLE 
TO LOWER 


BAMBOO 3 THESE 
BLINDS CONVERTED 


AND KEEP <Ç CARRIAGES 
THE FIRES WERE 
WHILE OF THEIR = OUT OF PREPARED 
ALSO HAVING MOSQUITO К “=CM5/C- FOR THE 
THE FREEDOM TO REPELLENTS = EE 3 ERATION ATTENDEES 
SIT WITH SOME BURNING... FOR THE IN PLACE OF 
DEGREE OF | SEATS AT THE 


і INVITED 
COMFORT. 8 i CON- BANGUET... 


SORTS. 


GUESTS! "OF, 
HONOR! WERE 

SAID TO BE, 
COUSINS: ‘WHO 


MODIFIED 
CARRIAGES 
WERE A 
GOOD 
54 IDEA. 


SEEING 
THEM SIDE 
BY SIDE 
LIKE THAT, IM 
REMINDED OF 
GAO SHUNG 
STORY ABOUT 
| THE MIRROR 
IMAGES... 


IT 
SMACKS 
OF 4 


POLITICAL ---AND 
PRESENT PIPLOMATIC 


THEMSELVES MISSION... 


THERE'S NO 
DENYING THAT 
EVERYONE THEIR BEAUTY 
LADIES-IN- : 
PRINCIPAL 


WAITING 
TO THE СОМФОЕТФ. 


OFFICIALS, 
ARE 
TERRIBLY 
CURIOUS 
ABOUT THE 
UNFAMILIAR 


MOREOVER, 
THEY ALSO 
HAVE BLUE 
EYES AND 

GOLDEN 


CONSORT 
GYOKUYO 
TOO, 
WITH HER 
FOREIGN 
BUT BLOOD, 
THE ENVOYS | Has 
WITH THEIR UNIQUE 
NOVEL RED HAIR 
TRAITS, THE AND 
LIKES OF GREEN 
WHICH HAVE EYES... 
NEVER BEEN 
SEEN HERE E 
BEFORE, 
ARE RARER 
STILL. 


PERHAPS 


ABOVE ALL, 


THOSE 
MIRRORS THE NEARER 
THEY GAVE 
THE FOUR LADIES, 
EN CONSORTS UNLIKE HER 
JA d 8 SEEMINGLY 
DEMURE 


COUNTER- 


AG MUCH 


PROVOCA- 
а ..BRIMS WITH 
GIFTS CONFIDENCE 
: THAT SHES 


THE MOST 
BEAUTIFUL 
PERSON 
HERE. 


JUST AS 
WE FEARED, 
A POOR ACTOR 
WOULD NOT BE 
ENOUGH TO 
FOOL THESE 
TWO. 


THERE 
WAS SOME 
SPECULATION 
THAT THE 
TWO WOMEN 
HAD COME 
TOGETHER 
TO SEDUCE 
NOT ONLY THE 
BUT EMPEROR... 
ALSO HIS 
YOUNGER 
BROTHER. 


WHILE 
SISTERS 
MARRYING 
HIS BROTHERS 
IMPERIAL WAS, IN 
MAJESTYG TRUTH, NOT 
RECLUSIVE TERRIBLY 
SIBLING RARE... 
WOULD 
NOT BE IN 
ATTENDANCE 
AT THIS 
4 EVENINGS 
FESTIVITIES. 


HELL BE 
MISSING OUT. 
EVERYONE HAS 
TAKEN PAINS TO 
MAKE TONIGHT S 
ENTERTAINMENT 
GRANDER AND 
SPLASHIER 
THAN USUAL... 


THE MUSICIANS 
ARE PLAYING 
INSTRUMENTS 

I'VE NEVER EVEN 
LAID EYES ON 
СУ? BEFORE. 
/ 


LIKE THE 

PIPA, THE 
ERHUNAND 
THE} YANGQIN, 
FLUTES|LIKE 
1/2 AND 

THEIMANY 

MOUNTED 

GONGS 

LÅ OF THE, 

j / PERCUSSIVE 


мів FROM THE 
SEEING THE BEGINNING 
PEERLESS | ALL SHE 
BEAUTY OF HAS CARED 
WHOM SHE ABOUT... 
ONCE HEARD 
HER GREAT- 
GRAND- 
FATHER 
SPEAK. 


THAT HER 
WAY OF 
SAYING SHE 
EXPECTED 


I BID 
YOU 
GOOD 
EVENING, 
YOUR 
IMPERIAL 


HERE WE 
ARE AT THIS 
SPLENDID 
BANQUET... 
«ONLY ТО 
BE SEATED 
SO FAR APART 
FROM EACH 
OTHER. IT 15 
А TERRIBLE 


I WOULD 
DEARLY 
LOVE TO 
COME 


THIS LADYS 

*| ACTIONS IF 
NOT AN 

AFFRONT? 


BRAZENLY 
APPROACH 


HE 15 SUR- 
ROUNDED 
BY HIS 
HIGHEST- 
RANKING | 

СОМФОЕТФ 


15 STILL 
BE RUDE UNDERWAY. 


NOT TO 
ENJOY IT 
THROUGH 

TO ITS 


CRISIS 
AVERTED, 


I THINK 
THE РАЕТУФ 
NEARLY 
DONE. 


I CAN'T 
AFFORD 
TO LOSE 
MY WITS 

OVER 

HERE 
EITHER. 


] THATS 
ABOUT THE 
REACTION 
ID EXPECT. 


IT 
SOUNDS 
LIKE THE 

BANQUET'2 


1 UNTIL THE 
GUESTS OF 
HONOR ARE 
OUT OF 
Nd NO SIGHT... 
N ONE ELSE 
IN ATTEN- 
DANCE MAY 
LEAVE. 


END OF A 
BANQUET, 
THE GUESTS 
OF HONOR 
ARE FIRST TO 
" LEAVE WITH 
A MUSICAL 
THE ACCOM- 
CARRIAGE PANIMENT 
IN WHICH TO THEIR 
THE ENVOYS DEPARTURE. 


WERE 
SEATED FOR ETATI E 
TONIGHT'S er 
EVENT WiLL Pa с | - 
CARRY THEM (най 一 = 三 


hamit 


KS 


Wi 


HEART | 
WILL BE, 
SNATCHED 

UP... 


Ж. 


VERY 
BEING 


LIKE A 
FATAL 
POISON. 


I SHOULD'VE 
ү FLED AS SOON 
AS I ФОТ THE 
CHANCE. 
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I THINK 
THATS THE 


NN 
AM 
\ 


ჯა 


N ٧ 
AN 
AN AW АМ 


APPEARS 
TO HAVE 
GONE 


THE WHOLE 
THING WAS ٢ 
UNDENIABLY ў 
PERFECT, 
TO BE 
SURE. 


THE 


PALE 
LIGHTS 
PICTURED 
IN THE 
PAINTING 
OF THE 
OLD 
(2 BIDDY... 
THE ADULTS 
OF THESE 
MOTHS 
THAT SHISUI 


GATHERED. 


E SOMETHING 
> INSIDE THE 
7 YOU CAN INSECTS 


COLLECT EMITS AN 

THEM BY ODOR ТО 

TAKING ATTKACT 
ADVANTAGE MATES. 
OF THIS 


уча 2997‏ .د 
г >) TRIEDITO‏ 
BAT. THEM да”‏ 
AWAY BYS IC‏ 
ATHE EDGE‏ 


`. (ў j МА 
-SHEJMUST¡VE _ 7 
227 
ONLOOKERS 
LIKE 7 YSTICALT- 
BEAUTALEA VING. ' 
A ТКАЛЛОРА! 
GLIMMERING, 
LIGHTS AS SHE 
DANCED. 1 


WORTH THE 
TROUBLE TO 
COLLECT 


IDENTIFY 
AND 
SEPARATE 
THEM OUT 
BY SEX. 


MANY MOTH 


FROM THE 
ORCHARD AS 
WE COULD... 


FEMALE, 
MALE! 


I OWE SHISU! 
BIG-TIME FOR 
LENDING ME 
А HAND WITH 
THIS. 


GATHERED AS 


MALE! MALE! 


TO 


KECKEATE WHEN I 
THAT CONSIDER 
SPECTACLE, THAT THIS 
I ASKED INCIDENT 
FOR SHISUIS LED TO HER 


PLEASURE 
DISTRICT, 


|Н PENCE 15 22 
А РЕАК- 


WE THEN 
IMBUED OUR 
BEAUTYG 
COSTUME 
WITH THE 
SCENT OF 
THE FEMALE 
MOTHS... 


. 


WE TOOK 
GREAT CARE 
TO ENSURE 


THAT ONLY 
THE ЕМУОУФ 
WOULD 
WITNESS THE 
SPECTACLE. 


GAO SHUN ў ; 
AND HIS MEN Ё u 
WERE ALSO | - WE GAVE 
ON STANDBY, 24 <) DETAILED 
READY TO "T i AN 52777 /МФТЕИСТІОМФ 
FLY INTO წ : H/ NB 1 IN ADVANCE TO 
ACTION Є Ф ЫЯ THE COACHMAN 
IN CASE წ TO AVERT HIS 
ANYTHING EYES. 
WERE TO 
ФО AWRY. 


_ | THAT FACE 
Æ TRULY, DOES 
“HAVE THE 


= ` 
: \ POWER ТО 
/ COUNTRY 
TO RUIN. 


HE 
REALLY 


GETS THAT 
LOOK ON 
HIS FACE 
WHEN HEG 
BEGGING 
ME TO DO 
SOME- 
THING... 


| I GUESS 

XIAOLAN 
ISN'T 

COMING 


AS 
ONE OF ITS 
INAUGURAL 
STUDENTS. 


THERES 
NOTHING 
MUCH TO DO 
BACK AT THE 
> 2 / ; JADE PALACE 
I GUESS A] 2222» NES E EITHER. 
I COULD #7 ; і 
во VISIT 
ON THE 
SECOND QUACK... 
THOUGHT, 
MAYBE 
NOT. 


Аққа 
ies 


WHATS 
MORE, 
THAT CASE 
HAS YET TO 
BE TRULY 
RESOLVED. 


WHICH 
HAVE 
CROSSED 
OCEANS, 
MOUNTAINS, 
AND 
DESERTS 
TO REACH 
THEM FROM 
A FARAWAY 


BROUGHT IN 


ITWASNT ТРЕ OILS 
THROUGH 
FEASIBLE TO 
OFFICIAL 
BLAME THE 2 
WOMEN WHO 
BOUGHT 
THEM. 


TO SELL. 
E > 


EVEN THE 
LADIES AT 
THE JADE 


LITTLE 
WONDER 
THEN THAT 
THEY УЕАКМ 
FOR SUCH 
WARES, 
THEIR EYES 
SPARKLING 
AT THE 
SIGHT OF 


CARAVAN HAD 


BUSY THE 


I'VE 
BEEN 50 
WRAPPED 

UP IN 
PUTTING 

ON А 


„ШЄТ HOW SHOW 


FOR THE 


PHYSICIANS ` Envoys 


OFFICE 


THAT ID 


GREW ONCE FORGOT- 


THE TRUTH 
ABOUT THE 
PERFUME 
OILS CAME 
TO LIGHT A 
WHILE AGO. 


HE 


TEN... 


WHEN 
JINSHI 
LOOKED 

INTO 17... 


LEARNED 
THAT THE 
CONSOKTS' 
LAUIES-IN- 
WAITING HAD 
BOUGHT THE 
PERFUME OILS 

FROM THE 
CARAVAN IN 
SWARMS. 


THE YOUNG 
WOMEN 
HERE LIVE 
THEIR LIVES 
TRAPPED 
IN THE 
ORNATE 
BIRDCAGE 
THAT IS 
THE INNER 
COURT. 


IF 
THEYD 
BEEN 
SELLING 
MEDICINES 

BUT THEY 一 POPULAR 
COULD BE ug 

USED TO 

MAKE A 
POWERFUL I WOULD'VE 
POISON IN |N BOUGHT THEM 

COMBI- | MYSELF, EVEN 

NATION. IF IT MEANT 

O BORROWING 

MONEY FROM 
THE OLD HAG. [А 


THE 
QUESTION 
BEFORE 


US NOW 15 CAN'T PERMIT Beete 
IDENTIFYING SCENTS WITH GENERALI- 
WHO EXACTLY POISONOUS | ZATION AND | 
ATTEMPTED TO PROPERTIES CALL THEM БҰ 
BRING THESE TO KEMAIN AT ALL BAD... 


POTENTIAL THE INNER 
POISONS INTO COURT EVEN 
THE INNER Хон IN SMALL 

) QUANTITIES. 


BUT 
I РО KNOW 
THE MERCHANTS 
RECOMMENDED 


CLOTHING у 
I CANT 
AE ии SPEAK TO ALL 
Armero THE TYPES OF 


PERFUMES AND 
SPICES THEY 
BROUGHT... 


TO GATHER 
TO THE FOUR 
INTELLIGENCE CONSORTS... 


ABOUT OUR 
NATION. 


.„ОМЕ OF 
THEM WAS 
QUITE SURE WHO WAS 


IR IN BEHIND IT, 
ОР pags => LF, COMING THE ЕМУОУФ 


BEHAVIOR AT 1 HERE, THE ARE THE 


AS FOR 


THE BANQUET | ENVOYS... |. MOST 


WAS ANYTHING 
TO GO By. 


LIKELY 
CANDIDATES. 


--- MUST VE 
HAD THEIR 
EYE ON 
SECURING A 


BUT THE 
EVENT 
ENDED 
UNFOR- 

TUNATELY 

FOR HER, 
LEAVING 
HER 
PRIDE IN 
TATTERS... 


IT 
BUT 15 POSSIBLE 
JUMPING THE PERFUME 
TO CON- OILS WERE 

CLUSIONS THEIR DOING 


19 NEVER 
A GOOD 


AT 
PRESENT, 
THE FOUR 
PRINCIPAL 

CONSORTS 
AT THE 
INNER 
COURT 
ARE... 


CONSORT ре 
LOULAN. 


NEXT 
WOULD 
COME 
CONSORT 


POLITICAL 
POWER 
OF THE 
| “ FAMILIES 
ВИТ 5% BEHIND 
THATS R THEM... 
BECAUSE | ... CONSORT 
SHE AND HIS LOULAN 15 
IMPERIAL ба PROBABLY 
MAJESTY ARE THE ONE THE 
AND SHE | RELATED EMPEROR 
/ФА/Т THE ON HIS NEEDS TO 
w KIND OF MOTHERS TREAT AS 
1 WOMAN TO SIDE... : THE MOST 


GREEDILY H TANT. 
SEEK IMPORTA 


ADVANCE- 
MENT. 


AND THEN 
THERES 


CONSORT 
Е GYOKUYO, THE 
3-4 EMPEROR'S 
уи ZA FAVORITE. 


WESTERN 
NATION 
THAT 
SERVES 
ASA 
BASE OF 
COM- 
MERCE. 


OF THAT, 
P THE LAND 
15 INFER- 

CALLING 1 NE 


ON THE 
SE OTHER HAND, 
(777) CONSORT 
LISHU'S 
FAMILY, 
HAVING RISEN 
STEADILY IN 


./5 GO 
PROMINENCE 
AMBITIOUS OVER THE 


THAT THEY — PAST FEW 
OFFERED 8 
GENERA 
UP THEIR TONS 
VERY YOUNG გ 
DAUGHTER 
TO SERVICE 
THE LAST 
EMPEROR. 


THE IMPRES- 
SION THAT 
ITS QUITE 
WEALTHY, IN 
“АМР THE ТЕШТИ, THE 
CITIZENS COUNTRY 
ARE TAXED 15 ON AN 
EXORBITANTLY INTER- 
FOR THE SAKE NATIONAL 
OF NATIONAL BORDER... 
DEFENSE. 


NOT 
OUT OF A 
DESIKE FOK 
POWER, BUT 
FOK MOKE 


THE 
FORMER 
CONSORT 
LADY АРИОФ 
ATTENDANT 
HAD ACTED 
OF HER OWN 
ACCORD... 


SHE ALSO 
ENDURED 
THAT 
ATTEMPTED 
РО/ФОМ/МФ 
AT THE 
GARDEN 
BANQUET 
LAST YEAR. 


PERSONAL 
KEASONS. 


ABOUT THE 
ATTEMPTED 
POISON- 


vee THAT Кё» 


IM TOLD 
HAPPENED 
BEFORE THAT, 


IF HONG- 
NIANG З 
GLARE 
FROM THE 
= THE FUNERAL 
CULPRIT SERVES AS 
BEHIND /T PROOF... 


HOW DID а | — WAS THE 


MID-RANKING 
SHE COME CONSORT WHO 


TO KNOW |: Sa А DIED IN THE 
ABOUT დი თ 4 m POISONOUS 
POISONS? IM En MUSHEOOM 
INCIDENT А 
LITTLE WHILE 

AGO. 


THEM STILL 
SUFFERING 
FROM THE 
AFTER- 
EFFECTS. 


WE STILL 
DON'T KNOW 
MUCH ABOUT 
HER AT ALL. 


THATS WHY 
СОМФОЕТ 
GYOKUYOS 
LADIES FAILED 
TO NOTICE IT, 
AND THEIR 
NUMBERS 
WERE 
HALVED... 


SUIREI. 


THE INNER 
COURT USES 
TABLEWARE 
MADE OF 
SILVER... 


РО THE 
POISON 
MUST NOT 
HAVE BEEN 
ARSENIC- 


IVE 
HAD THIS 
UNSETTLING 
FEELING 
BEFORE. 


SHE 
TRIED 
TO TAKE 
JINSHIG 


WHAT 
POINT 15 


WHETHER 
I THINK 
THEM OR 
NOT... 


». THERE LL 
NEVER BE А THINKING 
SHORTAGE THESE 
OF BLEAK KINDS OF 
SUBJECTS THOUGHTS 
Р 


TO PONDER 


vr Fr 


Та! 


й THE 
| GROUNDS 
OF THE 
INNER COURT 
BOAST PINE 
THICKETS, 
BAMBOO 
GROVES, 
AND FRUIT 
ORCHARDS 
FOR THE 
EMPERORG 
ENJOYMENT. 


Y 
CHERRY 
SEASON 15 
ALMOST AT 

AN END. 


...BUT I HAD 
MY HANDS FULL 
AT THE CRYSTAL 
PALACE 
CULTIVATING 
ROSES THANKS 
ТО А CERTAIN 
ФОМЕОМЕ. 


OF THAT. 
MOVING 
ON... 


ANOTHER 
THREE 
MONTHS 
EARLIER, AND 
I COULD'VE 
HARVESTED 
BAMBOO 
SHOOTS... 


JUST 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT 
MAKES ME 


BOIL WITH 
ANGER. 


THAT'S JUST 
UNCALLED FOR. 
RUNNING AWAY 
AT SPEED AND 
WITH SOME OF 
THEIR FEET 
SIMPLY BOUND, NO “а FROM THE 
BECAUSE LESS... d CRYSTAL 
I UNDRESSED à PALACE. 
ONE OF THEM М | 
А SMIDGE? 
OVERREACT 
MUCH? 


WOMEN ARE 


ALWAYS ON 
TOP OF THE 1745 
LATEST FADS. NOT 45 
ED BE O IF I DID IT 
WEARING THE 1 ТАР 7 BECAUSE 
PERFUME ли I WANTED 
OILS THEY : ТО. 
BOUGHT 
FROM THE 


CAKAVAN. 


I THOUGHT 
IT STRANGE 
AND WANTED BUT 
TO CONFIRM THERE 
A THAT SHE WAS ONE 
ря REALLY WOMAN 
WORE NO | WHO 
OFF HER | CENTS... WASN'T 


| = / CLOTHES. WEARING 


| 


|| ам? THAT 
GOT ME 
| | AN Ж 
– FROM НІ 
GRACE THE 
BEAUTIFUL 
EUNUCH. 


/ 
5; 


Таг (654 


CRYSTAL 


ADD то THAT PALACES 


I SUPPOSE THE PERSONAL LADIES-IN 
IT NOT ЗИ MAIDS ATTACHED WAITING 
UNUSUAL FOR EV PR TO THE PALACE, ALONE 
THERE TO ВЕ < 2 AND YOU'VE ВОТ ARE 
Dur Aue C ЗО IN ALL. THE ТЕУ IN 
S EN EO S ; HOUSEHOLD AT NUMBER. 
HEM + Ж THE CRYSTAL 
| | PALACE SURE 
SUPERBE – ( 15 HUGE. 
NEWEST 
TRENDS. 


CATCH IT 
FROM 


SORRY TO ASK, 
BUT IF YOU'RE 


HER MEDICINE, 
WOULD YOU 
MIND ALSO 
TAKING HER 

TO THE CLINIC 

AFTERWARD? 


FEELING 

A LITTLE 
EXHAUSTED 

TODAY... 


I DON'T 
THIS ONE MEAN 
THE 


DOESN'T 
HAVE A PHYSI- 
DOCTOR, CIANG 


BUT THERE'S OFFICE. 
SOMEONE 
ELSE WHO 
TAKES 
CARE OF 


ANYWAY, 
AILAN KNOWS 
WHERE IT 15, 

50 JUST 

MAKE SURE 

SHE GETS 

THERE. 


ITS NOT 
OFTEN 


YOU SEE 
MIDDLE- 
AGED 
WOMEN 
AROUND 
HERE. 


YOU'VE 
ФОТА 
SLIGHT 
FEVER. 
STICK 
OUT YOUR 
TONGUE 
FOR ME. 


WHAT TAKE 
WOULD : ач IT EASY 
YOU LIKE Р" UN FOR A FEW 
TO vo? ||! BA DAYS, AND 
/ YOU'LL BE 

BETTER 
SOON. 


IT 
DOESN'T 
SEEM 
TOO 
BAD. 


SHE ٢ 
SEEMS : 2 І САМТ 
XI ۲7 ALLOW MY 
SKILLED |o LADY TO GET 

THAN THE ۳7 аф SICK. MAY І 
QUACK. RB e ! PLEASE STAY 


HER 
DIAGNOSIS 
/5 ALSO 


THOUGH 
THE ONLY 
DOCTOR 
wee THAT HERE 15 
DISEASE THE QUACK, 
DOESN'T IT MUST BE 
RUN BECAUSE 
RAMPANT 
THROUGH 
THE INNER 
COURT. 


PLEASE LET Ø 
EVERYONE 


TOMORROW, 
OKAY? 


PILLARS ARE 
ET. 2 | BUILDING 
рез 15 MODEST, 
IN WOOD. WITH NO 
i FLOURISHES 
TO SPEAK 
| ОР. 
| ACTUALLY 
WINDOWS | 4 VERY 
700, WHILE | LOGICAL 
SQUARE, = | LOCATION 
ARE EVENLY | FOR THIS 
SPACED. 1 A KIND OF 
THING. 


WITH 
THE LACK OF 
ORNAMENTATION, 
CLEANING MUST 
BE VERY EASY. 
THE PLACE 15 
SPOTLESS. 


| : AND 
= > к WITH THE 
ITS AN LAUNDRY SO 
EXCELLENT —< CLOSE By, 
SITE FOR || THEY MUST 
А MEDICAL | == : BE ABLE 
FACILITY, | 1 = А TO WASH 
S| ESPECIALLY | < үр CLOTHES 
2| SINCE BEING ЕН | AND BEDDING 
HYGIENIC NOE RIGHT AWAY. 
15 50 | | 
IMPORTANT. | || 


THIS 
PLACE Is 
ALSO WELL 
VENTILATED, 


BUT WHAT AND THE 

IM MOST SMELL OF 

CURIOUS ALCOHOL 15 
ABOUT UNMISTAK- 


19... ABLE. 


d THATS 
PROOF THEY 
REGULARLY 
CLEAN AND 
DISINFECT. 


THINK YOU'RE 
ALLOWED ТО 
SLACK JUST 
BECAUSE YOU 
ACCOMPANIED 
YOUR FRIEND. 


YOU BE MORE 
INTERESTED 
IN WASHING 
EVERYTHING 
THAT NEEDS 

WASHING 
HERE? 


I ФО 
AGAINST 
THAT LADY'S 
ORDERS AT 
MY OWN 


- I'VE 
NEVER SEEN 
THAT MANY 


LADIES HERE 
BEFORE. 


I WONDER 
IF THE CLINIC 
WOMEN 
ARE GIVEN WOMEN INNER | 
LEAVE TO EMPLOYED COURT... 
STAY AT THE HERE ARE 
INNER COURT WHO SEMIFORCIBLY 
BECAUSE THE КЕМАМ | REPLACED 
WORK THEY ARE EITHER AS A MATTER 
DO /5 50 OF A HIGH OF COURSE 
ESSENTIAL RANK ON BEFORE THEY 
1 PAR WITH REACH THE 
OR THAT OF AGE OF 30. 


N PERSONAL THE HEAD 
ATTENDANTS EUNUCH... 
WHO ARE 
PART OF A 
СОМФОЕТФ 
INNER 
CIRCLE. 


ANYWAY, 
THAT 
CLINIC... 
MEDICINE 
AT ALL. 


BEING HIDDEN 
BY THE ODOR 
OF THE 
ALCOHOL? 


DON'T WALK 
AROUND 
|| MUTTERING 
TO YOURSELF 
LIKE THAT. 


4 I TALKING 
TO YOU? 


BUT 
WHAT HARM THERE'S 

|6 THERE IN NOTHING IN 
TALKING TO A PARTICULAR |, ”_ 
PERSON YOU \ I REQUIRE | — / 
HAPPEN TO | TODAY. 

BUMP INTO? \ 


IM | 
| ши 


III Y I CAN 

A TELL THAT 
GAO SHUN 
15 TRYING 


СЯ 70 CONVEY 
4: | SOMETHING 
d / I > № TO ME... 
1) 
IG - 
y> "A 


UV == 
EL II-I 一 一 也 


I NEVER 
IMAGINED 
А PLACE 
LIKE THAT 
EXISTED 


..I MAKE 
A POINT OF 
TELLING ALL 
THE NEW COUKT 
WOMEN ABOUT IT 
WHILE SHOWING 
THEM AROUND 


DID I N 
FORGET me | სწ. сёй 


TO WHEN 
you ARRIVE. 


SOMEONE 
І USUALLY 
WONDER 50 SELF- 


WHY THIS ASSURED IN 
EUNUCH ATTITUDE... 
SOMETIMES 
LOSES 
CONFIDENCE 
IN HIS WORK 
LIKE THIS. 


SURPRISED TO 


EVEN SAY IT 
WOULD MAKE 
FOR A BETTER 

PHYSICIAN'S 
OFFICE THAN 

THE ACTUAL 

PHYSICIAN'S 

OFFICE. 


FIND IT MUCH 
CLEANER 
AND MORE 
EFFICIENT 
THAN ID 
ANTICIPATED. 


AG A RULE, 
ONLY MEN ARE 
Ч ALLOWED TO 
FORMULATE 
MEDICINES. 


MINOR 
ФСЕАРЕФ 
ASIDE, THE 
CLINIC 15 


BECAUSE 
MEN ALONE 
MAY BE 
DOCTORS. 


THAT 
EXFLAINS 
THE LACK 

OF ANY 

MEDICINAL 

SMELLS. 


ESPECIALLY 
BAD CASES, 
THE CLINIC 
ALSO HAS 
THE OPTION 
OF SENDING 
PATIENTS 
BACK TO 
THEIR 
FAMILIES 
TO HEAL. 


RECOVERING 
FROM ILLNESS 
BECOMES B 
MUCH EASIER | MEDIENE 
WHEN YOU E 
HAVE A CLEAN 
PLACE IN 
WHICH TO 
REST AND 
RECUPERATE. 


AND 
DISTILL 
THE 
ALCOHOL 
NECESSARY 
FOR DIS- P 
N INFECTING 
THE CLINIC. | 


I VE USED 
MEDICINES 
FROM THE 
PHYSICIAN'S 
OFFICE AND 
PLANTS 
GROWING 
ON THE 
...BUT I'VE 
Also BEEN GROUNDS 
BREWING UP HERE... 


DOES THAT 
WHATEVER I LEAVE МЕ? 
LIKE THIS 
WHOLE 
TIME. 


WE'VE 


„IT ALL BEEN 
SEEMS TURNING 
SOMEHOW 
A BLIND 
RATHER EYE TO 
COMPLI- you 
CATED i 


TO ME. 


FAIR FEW 
CONSORTS 
HAVE LADIES- |. 
IN-WAITING 
WITH SOME 
...STAN 
ы roc MEDICAL 
FOR US TO KNOWLEDGE 
ALLOW THEM IN THEIR 
THE USE OF EMPLOY. 


MEDICINES. 


23 OR THERE 
(74 DE PERHAPS MAY BE 
PEOPLE TRYING NONSENSICAL 
WHO'D TO UNDO INSTITUTIONS 
PREFER NOT SOMETHING | AND LAWS TO y 
TO ROCK ALREADY CONTEND & 
THE BOAT, ESTABLISHED WITH 
AFTER ALL. 15 MORE й р” 
TROUBLE - 


THAN ITS 
WORTH. 


МЕ CAN 
PROCURE 
PHYSICIANS 
UNDER 
DIFFERENT 
RULES... 


...SO THAT 
WE MAY DO 
WITHOUT 
EUNUCHS. 


I HOPE IN 
FUTURE.. E 


EUNUCHS 
MAKE UP 


ABOUT 
A THIRD 
AND THEN OF THE 
SEVERAL THEIR POPU- 


AVERAGE AGE LATION 


sd 15 HIGHER THAN OF THE 
AFTER THE Ше LADIES Guer 


THE CURRENT COURT LADIES COURT. 


CREATING E. REPLACED IN 
THRONE... THE SAME 

EUNUCHS 

WAS OUT- MANNER. 


LAWED. 


THERE 
ARENT MANY 
YOUNG EUNUCHS 
NOW, ANP NO 
OTHERS WILL 
BE JOINING 
THEIR RANKS. 


CON- 
SIDERING 
JINSHIG 


IT’S PLAIN : 

TOSEB \ ba 
THE INNER | Ó 
COURT /5 
GOING TO 
RUN OUT OF 
SERVANTS. 


HE 
MUST'VE 
UNDERGONE 
THE PROCE- 
DURE... 


ONLY ТНЕУ № 
COULD HAVE > 
WAITED А BIT 

LONGER... 


L 


TELL THE 
JADE PALACE 
PAYING THEM 
А VISIT LATER. 


? | 
Л 11 UA 


X p 


CONCOCTING 

A MEDICINE 
To HELP. 4 

YOU-KNOW- 

WHAT GROW 

BACK. 


Аққа 
ies 


I SHOULD 
HAVE JUST 
TAKEN THE 
MEDICINE 
HERE. 


I'M 
SORRY, 
MY LADY. 


IT SEEMS ALAN, 
WHO 
SHE GOT 
HADN'T 
CAUGHT peel 
TAKING FEELING 
AND THE COLD DES 
THE OLDER REMEDY I ЕЛЕМГЕ 
COURT LADY MADE FOR 
FROM HER 
INSISTED ON HER... 
STAY AT THE 
KNOWING ER, 
WHERE е 
AILAN HAD 


GOTTEN IT. 


CLINIC 
WOULDN'T 
LOOK TOO 
KINDLY ON 
SOMEONE 
SMUGGLING 
IN A HOME- 
BREW. 


ED 
POTION. 


ITH ს 
NO DOCTOR 
AND THUS NO 
PERMISSION 
TO DISPENSE 
MEDICINE... 


ALSO LIKE 
TO BORROW 
МАОМАО... 


bapter 50 Å Third Tur» at tbe Crystal Palace 1) 


C 


I WAS 
ON THE 
HUNT FOR 
А MEDICINAL 
INGREDIENT. 


YOU UP TO 
SOMETHING 
WITH THE 
LANTERNS IN 
THE GARDEN 
YESTERDAY? 


WA- BUMPING. 
Y INTO -JINSHI ` 


) DE WITH ЗА 
E WENT. i AN IDEA >] 
LOOKING: 
ТРОЕ THE 
"INGREDIENTS 
СИТИ WHICH 
ТО MAKE IT. 


...DON'T 
TELL ME IT'S YOU 
A BUG OR NEEDED 
SOMETHING. THE 
LANTERN 


TO FIND 
IT? 


CRAMMING 
TOO MANY 
THINGS 
INTO YOUR 
ROOM 
LATELY. 


AG 
SHE WALKS 
AROUND WITH 
THIS IRATE 
LOOK ON 
HER FACE. 


REEKS OF 
MEDICINE, 
SAYS LADY 
HONG- 


NOW 
THAT'S A 
FRIGHT- 

ENING 

THOUGHT. 


2121 OUR HEAD 
BUT IF SHE — vart м. LADY-IN- 
WASN'T SO 18 Warne 


..SHED STRONG: 15. BOTH 
NEVER 
HAVE 
LASTED ` 
HERE AT 


THE INNER 


(AN ‚I MOVED 


EVERYTHING‏ 2 ییا 
INTOMTHE SHED,‏ 
I MIGHT. EVEN‏ 
BE/ABLE TO‏ 
WORKIWITH‏ / 
FIRE TO MAKE‏ 
MEDICINE.‏ 


STRAIGHT 
INTO THE 
STABLES 
OR SOME- 
THING IF 
YOU'RE NOT 
CAREFUL! 


] OF THESE 
DAYS, SHE 
MIGHT 
KICK YOU 
OUT OF 
YOUR 
ROOM... 


Eo. ОМ GARDEN 115 
AWAY FROM ME Ci რ 
E UNEARTHED. Vy EVERYONE'S 
ALLIKINDS , 
OF UNUSED /// 
TOOLS АМР 
SUPPLIES // AT/NIGHT AS 


J WHEN 7 (22 1; WANTED. 


HELPING ТО! 7777 
CLEAN! ОТЕ С сс 
THE QUACKS — === 


C'MON! 
LET'S GET 
INSIDE AND 

GET THIS 
OVER WITH 

RIGHT 
AWAY! 


777 га. BRING 
| UP THE ЅНЕР 
WITH LADY 
HONGNIANG 
AS SOON AS 

WE GET BACK 


I 
APOLOGIZE 
FOR WHAT 
HAPPENED 
YESTERDAY. 


CLINIC 
COURT LADY 


SHENLU 


I DID NOT 
REALIZE 
THAT YOU 
TWO WERE 
NGYOKVYO. FROM THE 
HOUSEHOLD 
OF THE 


| დ HONORED 
/ / CONSORT. 
Í ალი > 
1 


/ RERHARS 
THAT'S WHY. 
НЕК МАМЕ 15 
WRITTEN, WITH 
THE. CHARACTER 
Å FOR “GREEN.” 


| 
SHE TOO | 
MAY BELOF 
=== WESTERN 
BL 


THE WORTHY 
CONSORT 
| THE 
HONORED 
CONSORT” 

р 2 /5 CONSORT 
აგი შია NE : COURT LADIES Р 5 >| <ФУОКШУОФ 

Š 2 >: OUTSIDE THE Ще OFFICIAL 
Å | 7 FOUR PRINCIPAL #2. 
CONSORTS’ 


THE VIRTUOUS > PALACES WILL 
CONSORT 24 ОРТЕМ КЕРЕК ТО 


THE PURE 
CONSORT 


BEING 
TREATED 
THIS WAY BY 
SOMEONE 
LIKE HER 


MAKES 
ME FEEL 
RATHER 
AWKWARD. 


I KNOW 
THIS 19 
IMPERTINENT 
OF ME, BUT 


IT MUST 
BE UNCOM- 
FORTABLE 
SENDING FOR HER 


І НАУЕ А E ЛЕ AS WELL 
REQUEST I TTENDANT 223 
ТО ONE ОР 
MUST ASK THE FOUR 


PRINCIPAL 
CONSORTS 


ONE 
WHOSE 
VARIOUS 
ANTICS 
HAVE HAD A 
BLIND EYE 


IM USED 
AFTER ALL, TO PEOPLE 
I DARESAY BEING 
TM ету OBNOXIOUS 
OF ACTING RT 
MUCH THE - 
SAME 
TOWARD 
THEM. 


83 


Ma 


3 
7 


9 7 
4 


SS 


= 
> 


BY "THE 
WORTHY 
CONSORT,” 
SHE MEANS 
CONSORT 


ATTENDANT 
TO CONSORT 


OF ANOTHER — GYOKUYO... 


CONSORTS 
HOUSE- 


THE DETAILS 


WITH US? 


SURE YOU 
MUST HAVE A 
VERY GOOD 
REASON TO 
ASK SUCH 
A THING 


ӘНЕ THEN 


SO I REC- 
OMMENDED 
SHE TAKE A 
BREAK AND 
GET PLENTY 
OF REST. 


„„тноуен ID 
SUGGESTED 
IT BECAUSE 
OF THE ODD 


DEVELOPED 
A CURIOUS 


DIDN'T 
COME 
BY THE 
CLINIC? 


AG 
I HEARD IT, 
SHE'D BEEN 
SUFFERING 
FROM FATIGUE 
AND А SLIGHT 
FEVER FOR 
SOME TIME. 


AFTER THAT, 
SHE STOPPED 
COMING TO 
| THE LAUNDRY 
Å ALTOGETHER. 


THE WOMAN 
OF WHOM I 
SPEAK 15 А 
MAID I WOULD 
OFTEN RUN 
INTO AT THE 
NORTHERN 
LAUNDRY. 


SHE HAD BEEN 
DENIED LEAVE TO 
DO 90 BY HER 
SUPERIORS... 


AND 
THERE WE 
HAVE THE 
PROBLEM 
WITH THAT | 
PLACE. 


DOES THIG 


MAID IN 
DISTRESS 

HAVE JUST EVEN 

STARTED EXIST?! © Do 

DOING . 
LAUNDRY 

ELSE- 

WHERE. 


I THINK 
WE SHOULD 
LOOK INTO L 


IF THE 


CONDITION STORY 15 


ISN'T ONE 

WE CAN WE SAID... 
IGNORE, NEED TO 

GOING FIND HER AG 

BY HER SOON AS 


POSSIBLE. 


SYMPTOMS. 


I KNOW YOU'RE 
INCLINED TO BE 
REALLY CURIOUS 
„вит ABOUT THIS 
THE KIND OF 
CRYSTAL 


PALACE 
15 THE 
CRYSTAL 
PALACE. 
WE NEED 
TO KNOW 
OUR 
\ PLACE. 


YOU 


HAVE TO 
FORMALLY ... THE 
REQUEST AN ILLNESS 
AUDIENCE MAY NOT 
JUMPING WITH THE STOP AT 
IN WILLY- CONSORT THE WALLS 


NILLY IS FIRST. OF THE 
JUST NOT CRYSTAL 
DONE. PALACE. 


I GUESS 


175 TRUE. 


ЗЕ ASK ГР BETTER 
HI TO IM NOT GET 
FOR NOW, TAKE CARE RARING AHEAD OF 


I NEED TO 


THINK OF OF IT TO 60 MYGELF. 
SOMETHING OVER 
CALMING... THERE 
RIGHT 
T AWAY... 


A EVERYONE'S |, 
MINDS, IM JE 


JUST WENT |. `. `. 


TO 
GIVE UP 
MEANS 
THAT 
ALL 15 
ALREADY 
LOST. 


1195 BODY 
GOT AWAY, BUT 
I MANAGED TO 
GRAB ITS TAIL. 


YOU, IT'S 
NOT A 
BUG. 


IT ISN'T 
EVEN THE 
WHOLE 
THING, 
FOR THAT 
MATTER. 


IF LIZARDS 


LOSE THEIR 
TAILS, THEY ЕТЕ 
САМ GROW 

А THEM BACK. I WAS ON THE 


FOR ` LOOKOUT... 
LIZARDS 
HUNTING 

THE MOTHS 
DRAWN 
TO THE 

LANTERNS. 


e, ЧЫ то 
| ING & FORMULATE , 
> ს | SM DX A MEDICINE 
i THAT WILL 
REGROW 
CERTAIN 
BODY 


MUST START 
BY LEARNING 
I WANTED MORE ABOUT 
TO KNOW THAT WHICH 
WHY POSSESSES 
A SIMILAR 
LIZARDS... А SIMAR 


CAPABILITY. 


FAMILY, IT 
сто 18 OF THE 

GAIN THE UTMOST 
FAVOR IMPOR- 

OF THE TANCE... 


g EMPEROR. 


GIRL... 


гг WHO 
SHARED 
MY FACE. 


Chapter 51 


Chapter | A Third Turn აა = 
\ 


TON 


«2 


N THE | 
A | CRYSTAL 
PALACE 


WHO WAS PETENT... 


DISTANCE ALLOWED 
FROM THE TO CONTINUE 
CRYSTAL 7 BUMBLING 
PALACE FOR - AROUND THE 
NEARLY А INNER COURT 
WITHOUT 
PUNISHMENT 
AFTER HE LET 
THE CROWN 
PRINCE DIE. 


SHE WOULD 
NORMALLY BE 
ACCOMPANIED 
BY ANOTHER 

EUNUCH. 


HAVE SOME NN 

BUSINESS 
HERE 
TODAY? 


CRYSTAL PALACE 
HEAD LADY-IN-WAITING 


XING 


WE WOULD 
LIKE TO 
REQUEST AN 
AUDIENCE 
WITH THE 
WORTHY 
CONSORT... 


I CERTAINLY 
DON'T WANT 
TO HEAR 
THAT TITLE 
CROSS THIS 
CREATURES 
LIPS. 


I DO NOT 
BELIEVE LADY EA 


LIHUA WISHES 
TO SEE YOU 


WE WERE 

GIVEN THIS 

LETTER TO 
BRING. 


3 
WE М v 
WERE JUST 


| WONDERING 
WHAT THAT 

SHED OVER 
THERE 15 


( 


IT IG 
ВИТ АМ 
ORDINARY 
STORAGE 
SHED... 


HAS ANY 
WORK BEEN 


DONE ON THE 
GARDEN HERE 
RECENTLY? 


NOTHING 
BEYOND 

OUR USUAL 

GARDENER ს“. 
COMING AND | ТТ 
TAKING CARE 
OF IT #5 
ALWAYS. 


DID THAT 


PLANT 
ALWAYS 
GROW 
THERE? 


IT SEEMS 
YOU ARE 
WEARING 
PERFUME 

TODAY. 


HOT WATER 
AT ONCE! 
PLEASE BOIL 
SOME FOR 


IT'S ONLY 
NATURAL TO 
ISOLATE THE 

SICK SO THAT 
THE ILLNESS 
DOES NOT 
SPREAD. 


BUT IF YOU 
CONTINUE 
TREATING 
HER IN THIG 


IT’S TRUE 
THAT WHAT 
SHE HAS 
19 CONTA- 


- THE DEATH OF 
A LOWLY MAID 19 
AT BEST A MINOR 
INCONVENIENCE. 


YOU KNOW, 
WALKING INTO 
THIS SHED 
REMINDED 


TI 
|| ! 


OF 
HOW YOU 
BURNED 
INCENSE 
WHEN 
CONSORT 
LIHUA WAS 
BED- 
RIDDEN... 


INDIVIDUAL Ў 
| FRAGRANCES 
OR SPICES 
MAY NOT 
STAND OUT IT SEEMS 
„вит “ON THEIR 
WHEN OWN... š 
SEVERAL 
EVERA THIS TIME. 
ARE MIXED 
TOGETHER, 
THEY GIVE 
OFF A 
DISTINCTIVE 


YOU'VE 
кра 
M | THIS SICK 
THERE'S | WOMAN HERE 
NOTHING “Ў TO DISGUISE 
N ა THE SCENT OF 
PERFUME. 


50? WHAT 
WERE YOU 
PLANNING 


ABORTIVE 
CONCOC- 


Chapter 52 


BUT IF ID 
KNOWN THAT 
ID FIND HER 
IN ONE 
VISIT... 


REALLY 
WANT 


-..1 MIGHT: 
HAVE DONE 
WITHOUT THE 
DISGUISE. 
PLAYING A ...ВИТ IM 
COURT LADY. Y : JUST GLAD 
ESCORTED (уй EI THAT THEY 
BYTHE ' PROVIDED 
PHYSICIAN... ME WITH A 
CHANGE OF 
CLOTHES. 


: Я WOULDN'T DO 
WHAT I FOR ME TO 
PDT WALK AROUND 

THE PALACE 

WANT IT COVERED IN 

TO DO AND THE PHLEGM 

DREW ALL OF THE SICK. 
EYES MY 


109 


THE BAREST 
MINIMUM OF 


| PEOPLE | 
REQUIRED 
HAVE 
ASSEMBLED 
IN THE 
PARLOR OF 
e 10 г 


THE CRYSTAL 
PALACE. 


PLEASE 
EXPLAIN 
YOURSELF, 
LADY XING. 


ALSO 
HAPPENS 
TO BE 
СОМФОЕТ 
LIHVAS 
COUSIN... 


AND 
THE HEAD 
LADY-IN- 
WAITING 
OF THE 
CRYSTAL 
PALACE... 


HAS GUTS, 
KEEPING 
UP THIS 
ATTITUDE 
DURING 
JINSHIS / 
QUESTION- Ж 


ING... Y 
GOING 


THE 
SILENT 
ROUTE, 
I SEE. 


COMPLAIN 
ABOUT 
BEING 


INTER- 
EA ROGATED 


BY AN 
INFERIOR 
EUNUCH. 


SHE AND 
CONSORT 
LIHUA 
COME 
FROM 
THE SAME 
LINEAGE. 


WOULDN'T 
HAVE BEEN 
ОРР FOR 
HER TO BE 
FEATURES GRANTED A 
Пара სს | RESEMBLE ч. PLACE ASA 
2 CONSORT Wi MID-RANKING 
LIHVAG | CONSORT. 
HAUGHTY 700 3 
BEAUTY | : 
WHO 
TURNS 
HEADS. 


A[SERVANT 
BECOMING 
EMBRESSJAND, 
Ў MOTHERATON 
Lë THEINATION Å 
“Ў P  ISIFARIFROMN 
UNPRECEDENTED] 
MF. HISTORY IS, 
( ANYTHING TO. 
ა AW (0: BY. 2 


> 


А СОМФОЕТ 
WOULD REST 
FAR EASIER BY 
SURROUNDING 
HERSELF 
WITH ROBUST 
BONDS OF 
TRUST THAT 
TRANSCEND 
SUCH 
DISCORD. 


THATS 
WHY ITD 
BE NICE IF 
CONSORT 
GYOKUYO 
WHOSE COULD 
DEDICATION ТО ARRANGE 
HER WORK HAS А MATCH 
LED TO HER FOR HER 
MISSING THE HEAD LADY 
WINDOW OF HONG- 
MARRIAGEABLE МАМ... 
AGE. 


THE MORE 
/ BEAUTIFUL 
“FLOWERS| IN 
NZ "PLACE, j 
دا‎ THE. MORE | УД 
NATTENTION/P 


PERHAPS 


'APEOIN TED 


TOYTHEIELACE, 


Z 


ОБ/А|ЕАМКЕР, 


CONSORT 

ДЩОНСЕТЕ 
Üle OF 
E 


FEELINGS 
OF THE 
WOMEN 

INVOLVED 

MUST BE 


ALL THE 
ATTENDANTS 
AT THE JADE 
PALACE ARE 


STRIVE TO \ š 
DEDICATE СОМФОЕТ 


THEM- GYOKUYO 
222 m 
TO THEIR yz, | 

TRYING 
CONSORT. то WIN HIS ENTERTAIN IN THAT 
IMPERIAL THE GRAND RESPECT. 
MAJESTY'S NOTION. 
AFFEC- 
TIONS. 


SHE TOOK 
APPROPRIATE 
MEASURES IN 
REMOVING THE 

GIRL FROM 

THE MAIN 
BUILDING TO 
ENSURE THAT 
HER ILLNESS 

DID NOT 

SPREAD. 


...BUT НЕ 
/5 NEVER- 
THELESS 


THE INNER PATIENTS... 


EXAMINING 
SOMEONE 
OF SUCH 
LOW RANK 
WOULD 
PROBABLY 
COME FAR 
DOWN 
ON HIS 


COURTS 
SOLE 
DOCTOR. 


IM 
SURE SHE 
WON'T ВЕ 

BLAMED FOR 
KEEPING THE 
MAID HIPDEN 
AWAY IN THE 
SHED. 


MEANWHILE, 
THE HEAD 
LAD Y-IN- 

WAITING 


THE 
PHYSICIAN'S 
OFFICE MAY 

NOW BE 
SOMETHING 
MORE AKIN 

ТО А TEA 

HOUSE SINCE 
THE QUACK 
HARDLY 


GETS ANY -“НАФ BEEN 


SECRETLY 
HOARDING 
PROHIBITED 
GOODI... 


WITH THE 
INTENTION 
OF COOKING 
SOMETHING 
HARMFUL 
UP. 


LIST OF 


PRIORITIES. 


SOME OF 
THE COURT 
LADIES HERE 
DISLIKE THE 
IDEA OF 
WOMEN 
OFFERING 
MEDICAL 
TREATMENT. 


LIVES HAVE 
BEEN LOST 
BECAUSE 
OF THIS, 
WHICH 15 
BEYOND 
FRUS- 
TRATING... 


А MAID 
WOULDN'T 
BE ABLE TO 
6O TO THE 
CLINIC OF 


EITHER. 


SURELY 
М HIS JINSHI WILL 
Bel CONSIDER 


TO USE THE 
PIECES OF 
EVIDENCE 
WE HAVE TO 
PROVE THE 
MISDEEDS 
THAT HE 


IT JUST 
GOES TO 
SHOW HOW 
LIGHTLY THE 
LIVES OF 
SERVANTS 


WHY ARE YOU IN ARE TAKEN 
POSSESSION OF HERE. 
COMMODITIES 
THAT HAVE BEEN 
BANNED? 


"nM O 
/ WELE NU 
E J PLANNING 
A 
ГА 


TO DO 
/ WITH 
THEM? 


WHATEVER 
CAN YOU 


8 


Cy 


SHES 
TRYING ТО 
CHANGE 
THE 


SUBJECT. 


CRACK- 


CONSORT'S 
MAID 
TO MEET 
WITH LADY 


WARNING? 


PROBABLY H 
WHY HERS 
WERENT 
IN THE CONFIS- 
САТЕР... 


DOWN. 


I ADMIT THAT 
IT WAS I WHO 
ORDERED THE 
MAID TO BE 
MOVED INTO 
THE SHED. 


HOWEVER, 
WOULD 
YOU NOT 

THE FAR 

BIGGER 

PROBLEM 
HERE... 


WE HAVE NO 
PROOF THAT 
THE VARIOUS 
PERFUME 
OILS AND 
SPICES 


ACTUALLY 
BELONG 
TO XING. 

THE ӨНЕР... 


TRYING TO 


SHE CONFIRM 


THE USE 
OF THE 


OF THEM 005 


I'M SURE 
THAT MAID го 
WILL BE BE IT, 
ABLE TO 

TELL ME THEN. 


AND JUST 


_ = “| TRUST THE 
WAS DELIRIOUS læ | ს RAMBLINGS 


WITH FEVER, Å OF A MAID... 


DID You? 


«ЛО ФО OUT 
OF YOUR МАУ 
TO CHECK ON 
THE CONDITION 
OF А HUMBLE 
SERVING 
GIRL. 


p е 


I. SHOULD, 
PROBABLY 
I REALLY DO REIN IT IN SG 
UNDERSTAND OW. y 
THAT, BUT I 
CAN'T LET 
IT ФО. 


IT WOULD 
MAKE SENSE 
FOR YOU TO 

STILL SMELL OF 
THE PERFUME 


a OILS, THEN. 


THERE 
| ARE JUST 
(NG Е SOME 
YOU THINGS 
SMELL LIKE Se AKS 
دي‎ ged ME SEE 
Ol 2 
LADY XING. RED. 


15 ITS 
FRAGRANCE 

и = TRULY SO 

YOU MIND IF 2 PUNGENT 
I CHECKED ۸٨ і THAT IT WOULD 
d . SEEP OUT OF 
BOTH BOTTLE 
AND TRUNK AND 

CLING TO 


BOTTLE WAS 
AMONG THE 
CONTENTS 
FOUND 
IN THE 
WICKER 
TRUNK. 


IT 15 NOT 
APPROPRIATE 
FOR SOMEONE 


OF MY LOWLY 
PERHAPS š і STATION TO 


YOU WOULD \ TOUCH YOU. 


SUITABLE 
TO CHECK. 


СОМФОЕТ 
LIHVAS 
GOWN 
TODAY... 


...15 QUITE 
«д SIMILAR IN 
STYLE TO 

THOSE 
CONSORT 
GYOKUYO 
c HAS BEEN 
WEARING 

LATELY. 


N 


N 


= LCN 


WHAT 15 
THE NATURE 
OF THE CRIME 
OF WHICH YOU LI 
SUSPECT THIS 
WOMAN? 


WAS INDEED 
ATTEMPTING 
TO MAKE 


THEN IT 
WOULD BE 
TANTAMOUNT 


SOMETHING 

SC THAT WOULP 
НЕ INDUCE MIS- 
A ELO. CARRIAGE... 


EMPEROR. 


EVEN IF I 
WAS THE ONLY 1 > WHICH 
ONE SHE МАЗ Å ў E å CONSOFT'2 
TARGETING? CHILD 


WAS THE 


TARGET? Å 


I ALWAYS 
THOUGHT 


HER 
LADIES ARE 
ALL INFERIOR 
BECAUSE HER 
SERVANTRY WAS 
INTENTIONALL 
ASSEMBLED, 


Dd. WHO j: 
IS MORE THAN ДІЇ, 


“CAPABLE ASA РТ 
CONSORT, 


...ВУ HER HEAD 
LADY-IN-WAITING 
XING, WHO REIGNS 
OVER THEM ALL. 


Gl NICHARGE[OF, 
THE LADY4WHO* WAS, 


AG THE 
DAUGHTER 
OF MY 
FATHER'S 
OLDER 
І HAVE | SISTER 

ALWAYS AND A 
THOUGHT COUSIN SO 
MORE AS AGE TO 
му OWN МЕ... 
SISTER. 


YOU'VE 
NEVER ONCE 
GIVEN ME THE 
RESPECT DUE 
А CONSORT. 


YOU I SUPPOSE 
DO NOT THAT 
THINK ME MUST BE 
WORTHY OF BECAUSE... 
BECOMING 

EMPRESS. 


„МНО 
WOULD 


BECOME 
СОМФОЕТ WE НАР 
UNTIL THE NO WAY OF 


VERY END. 


KNOWING... 


ў 17 ” 69% 
٨٢ | , | | 2 | | 
II! | | : | 
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LL d : 


XING HAS 
NEVER ONCE 
PROPERLY 


ADDRESSED 
LADY LIHUA AS 
м ” 


THAT MAKES 
ME LESSER 
THAN YOU? 


» 
J 


AW 


ETIQUETTE 
MORE THAN 
YOU EVER 
^ pip! 


FATHER 15 


DIFFERENCE MÅ 
BETWEEN 


MAY I TAKE 
THAT AG A 


NZ) 
5 9 
її 
; CONFESSION? | 
| 


1 


THE "LI" IN 
LIHVAS NAME 
MEANS “РЕАК,” 
WHILE Х/М 
NAME MEANS 


“APRICOT.” 
THE PEAR 
AND THE 
APRICOT, 
HMM? 


BOTH ARE 
HIGHBORN 
AND WELL- 
EDUCATED. 


M 
TO RULELTHEM; 
BLUNDER, 
THROUGH, 
LIFE! 


ار 


YOU REALLY 
LOVE THE 
EMPEROR, 


DON'T YOU, 
LADY XING? 


„Ат 
SEEMS TO ME 
THAT WHAT YOU 
TRULY LOVE IS 
THE POSITION 
OF EMPRESS. 


NOW тъ 
OBVIOUS. 


THAT'S WHAT. 
„ CONSORT. 
zc LIHUA HAS 
З THAT: KING 


IF XING 


EMPRESS... 


: ^ DOES. NOT. 
ca $ WERE TO Ss 
WOULO ° Ї ВЕСОМЕ f 


NOTE BE «TH 


PEOPLENBUT | _‏ 
> 3 الو -ا 


.2 او 


DESIRING 
ONLY POWER, 
SUCH SHE WOULD 
А WOMAN 
15 UNFIT DO THE 
GE — VERY LEAST 
FO BE REQUIRED 
: OF THE 


POSITION. 


THAT HOW 
YOU'VE FELT 
ALL THIG 
TIME? 


<< 


y / 


/ | | 
/ 


..BUT A 
SIMPLE SLAP 
DOESN'T QUITE 
COVER THE 


га 
і 01 “ФО MUCH 
[T] 5О THAT IT 


H FORCED МЕ Í 
I TO STRIKE 
1 HER. 
2 I HEREBY 
DISMISS THIS 


N Г š HEAD LADY- 
Ж IN-WAITING 
= FROM MY 


SERVICE. 


CON- 
GORT 
LIHUA! 


GET 
FM, PLEASE 


MILADY! , CALM 


YOUR- 
SELF! 


CONSORT 
LIHUA HAS 
CHANGED. 


GONE 15 
THE WEAK 
-. WAITING WOMAN... 
FOR THE 
THREAD OF 
HER LIFE 
TO SNAP. 


A KIND 
AND 

LIGHT 

PUNISH- 

BUT MENT. PLEASE 

FOR THIS PROHIBIT HER 
WOMAN, IT FROM EVER 

SHOULD BE | AGAIN SETTING 
HUMILIATING FOOT WITHIN 
ENOUGH. THE INNER 

і COURT. 


SHE'S BEING کم‎ 
DRIVEN OUT AI 
OF THE INNER 
COURT ON THE 
HEELS OF A 
SCANDAL... 


I DOUBT 
THESE TWO 
WILL EVER 
STAND SIDE 
BY SIDE 
AGAIN. 


CAN 
I ASK YOU 


... BUT 
I FIND IT 
HARD TO 
BELIEVE 
YOUD BE 
ABLE TO 
TELL RIGHT 
AWAY. 


CRYSTAL 
FALACE 
MANY TIMES 
BEFORE... 


EVEN 
«SINCE WE TOOK 
EXPECTED PAINS TO 
YOUD NEED WEAR A 
MULTIPLE DISGUISE... 
VISITS. 


DID YOU 
KNOW THE 
SICK МАР 
WAS INSIDE 
THAT SHED? 


HELP OUT 
BEFORE... 


THEY , 

WOULD 1 
AWAY FROM HAPPENED ТО 
THE OTHER FIGURED NOTICE THEM 

MAIDS TO THAT IF A 2 RELOCATING 
SOMEPLACE MAID WAS THE BED OF 
FEELING ANOTHER 


WE 8 SICK МАР. 


HO! ч 
< I WOULD 


NEVER HAVE 
IMAGINED 

ALLOWED THAT THEY'D 
ME TO BE MOVE HER 

SURE. INTO А SHED, 
THOUGH. 


60 = 
I THINK A 

SOMEONE pen 
INTENTIONALLY WHEN 

TRANSPLANTED 1 CAME 


IT HERE. TO THE 
CRYSTAL 
PALACE 


at 
MUST SAY, 
IT LOOKS 
AG IF IT WAS 

PLANTED 
RATHER 
SHODDILY 

FOR AN 
ACTUAL 


ARE KNOWN 
Аб FOUR 
..BUT THIG / O'CLOCK OR 


SHRUB HAS > FACE POWDER 
ONLY WHITE | I FLOWERS 
BLOOMS. А N BECAUSE OF THE 
\ WHITE POWDER 
THAT CAN BE 
HARVESTED 


IN FENG SHUI, 
IT 15 SAID THAT 
А COMBINATION 
OF GREEN AND 
WHITE 19 GOOD 

FOR ONE'2 
HEALTH. 


23 


MIGHT'VE 

TAKEN THE 

„OUT TROUBLE 

OF SYMPATHY TO FIND 

FOR SOMEONE AND PLANT 
WHO WAS ILL. А SHRUB WITH 
THESE RARE 

WHITE 
BLOOMG... 


— 


2 


ESA 


ITS QUITE 
IRONIC WHEN 
YOU CONSIDER 
THAT WE FOUND 
THE INGREDIENTS 
FOR А DRUG 
THAT WOULD 

I | CAUSE А 
14LONG WOMAN TO 

WITH THE  М/ЄСАККУ... 
SICK 


THE 
GIRL 
WHO 
WAS IN 
THERE? 


WHITE 
FLOWERS. 


IT'S BEEN 
ARRANGED 
FOR HER 
TO LEAVE 
THE INNER 


СОМФОЕТ | | 
FOR THE LIHUA SAID 
MEDICAL IT WAS HER 
FEES AND RESPONSI- 
LIVING BILITY... 
EXPENSES 
OF THE SICK 


MAID FOR 
THE TIME 


MEANS SHE'S 
RECEIVING 
PROPER 
TREATMENT 
IN A BETTER 
ENVIRONMENT 
THAN SHE WAS 
BEFORE. 


ONCE 
UPON А TIME 
LONG AGO, 
А DIFFERENT 
PEOPLE 
CALLED 
THI LAND 


AND OF NOBLE 
THE CHILD BLOOD WAS 
SHE BORE KNOWN AG 


POSSESSED THE QUEEN 
EYES THAT MOTHER... 
COULD SEE 
EVEN ON 
MOONLESS 
NIOHTS. 


PEOPLE 
HAD NO 


WOMAN 


2 FROM А 
Na SAT FARAWAY 
` UPON THE REALM... 
T Us, SS EARTH AND 
7 «Я | CONCEIVED 
Ы MIR, — | IN HER BELLY 
| A CHILD OF 
E INSIGHT, HE –.. 
BECAME THE d 


VERY FIRST 
EMPEROR TO 
RULE OVER 
THIS LAND 
AND ITS 
PEOPLE. 


LEGEND OF 

ALL HEARD THIS NATIONS 
THE STORY FOUNDING... 
AT LEAST WHO'D WANT 


p = ONCE, IF TO LEARN 
ІК m | NOT А ABOUT Å 
MILLION THISP 
TIMES B 


BEFOKE. 


ШЕШІ ба 


А BUILDING 
MOSTLY IN 
ONE PIECE IN 
THE RUN-DOWN 
NORTHERN 
GROUNDS 
OF THE 
INNER 


| COURT 


I WAS | | HOUSE де BEEN 


CURIOUS / | тезмә RENOVATED 
ABOUT THE қ | SCHOOL, - 
SCHOOL WHICH 
INVITED — MYSELF... NN /2 NOW 
ME 3 يع‎ UP AND 
ENDED UP 4 
JOINING 


SIR 


JINSHI, 

THEY 
ШІ WILL BE 
„МЕ ABLE TO 
COULD | SEE YOUR 


ONLY 
MANAGE 
ABOUT 20 
OF THEM, 


I'M 
TOLD THERE 
WERE ONLY 
AROUND TEN -. BUT WITH ТИЕ GIRLS 

TO START A CREATURE ARE IN THE 
WITH, SO LIKE THIS CLASSROOM 
ZO IS AN PEEKING IN AND KEEN 
IMPROVE- ON THEM, TO STUDY... 
MENT. ў THEY WON'T 
1 BE ABLE TO 
FOCUS AT 
ALL. 


IN FACT, 
XIAOLAN 
„AND 15 HAS 
MOVING ON ALREADY 
TO READING LEARNED 
SIMPLE HOW TO 
STORIES. READ A 
LOT OF 
EVERYDAY 


IF JINSHIG 
PLAN 15 А 
SUCCESS... 


| Р 
THEY'RE 
> RAISE THE 
LITERACY 
RATE AMONG 
THE MAIDS... 


| FUTURE 
I STAY AND INNER COURT 
OBSERVE A /5 SURE TO 
LITTLE WHILE LOOK QUITE 
LONGER? DIFFERENT 
THAN IT DOES 
NOW. 


ME REPORT 
| BACK ON ANY 
QUESTIONS OR 
CONCERNS 
YOU MAY HAVE 
ABOUT THE 
SCHOOL. 


20 
B 


ШІ 


00 
00 


OSS : 5 PEA INSTRUCTIONAL 
IHE — . 5 / TEXTS ARE 
STUDENTS J || PROVIDED, BUT 
LEARN e : | SINCE PAPER 
YOO т ØRENE РИ, AND BRUSHES 
WEITE BY Wii e WOULD BE 
TRACING = د‎ შა PREPARED “THROUGH 
THE CHAR- |(. UT РЕБРА da 
ACTERS 
INTO THE 


=== ар 


ISN'T 
THIS SPOT 
YOU'RE 
LOOKING 
AT NOW А 
BIT AHEAD 


TEACHER 
SOME 
QUESTIONS 


I NEED TO 
READ AHEAD 
A LITTLE, OR |7 
I CAN'T KEEP 
UP WITH THE 


азаа ==; 


7 F— 1555 


ME 


aa 
0000 


id йй li III Sa 


LILI 
ысы. 


IT SEEMS | амы a غو يی‎ 


BUT 
IT ALSO 
LOOKS 
OLDER 
THAN THE 
INNER 


Len 


COURT 
А /TSELF. 


alll 


=LLIC 
їгс 


et 


EVEN 50, 
IT SEEMS 
AWFULLY 
LONG AND 
I WONDER NARROW, AND 
IF ITS ITS PILLARS 
PERHAPS i DIVIDED ARE RATHER 
THERE'S - INTO А CLOSELY 
SOME RELIC |N 1 LOT OF ФРАСЕР. 
ENSHRINED ==" 
IN THERE SMALLER 
FOR i ROOMS 
WORSHIP. | INSIDE. 


DER 


Хү 


CURIOUS 
ABOUT THAT 
BUILDINS? 


I WAS JUST 
THINKING HOW 
UNUSUAL THE 
ARCHITECTURE 
IS. 


THAT SHRINE 
WAS BUILT BY 
THE NATIVES 
OF THIG 
LAND. 


შედე A = JF 
: > 
E W —— 3 22 


THE FIRST ..CHOOSING 
EMPEROR INSTEAD 
IN THE < TO USE IT ...DID NOT 
FOUNDING М WISELY TO DENY THE 
LEGEND. a RULE OVER PEOPLE 
\ ТНЕМ. THEIR 


- THOSE EVER 
WHO WOULD SINCE 4 мно E 

BECOME THEN... Ш ^ЧУМНО QUEEN | 
RULER OF ۱ ÅKE тие MOTHER 
OUR NATION Ш کسه‎ FMD.. 
MUST PASS uu 

THROUGH 4 THROUGH 

THAT ТШ 
JM ЇЇ? THE SHRINE 
Å WOULD 

LEAD THE 
PEOPLE. 


THE SHRINE 
IS ALSO THE 
REASON THE 
CAPITAL WAS = me. 
RELOCATED BØNNE I اح‎ PASSED 
THE TEST 
WITH FLYING 
COLORS, 
WENT ON TO 
RULE THE LAND 
AG ITS FIRST 
EMPEROR. 


naa 


20 ITS 
ARITE OF 
PASSAGE 

TO BECOME 

EMPEROR. 


BUT IT 

HAS BEEN 

- AND DECADES 

I DOUBT IT SINCE IT 

MAY EVER WAS LAST 
SEE USE USED... 

AGAIN. 


ALL THE 
PREVIOUS 
EMPEROR'S 
та ELDER 
ONLY ONE 2 BROTHERS 
REMAINING | WERE KILLED 
МАЎ NO HEIR TO THE | სწრა» OFF BY AN 


NEED ТО THRONE... سې‎ EPIDEMIC. 
USE THE 


SHRINE. 


BUT. DARK 


RUMORS 
HINTING ؟‎ ABOUND... 
‚THAT: THE THATS 175 
EMPRESS WHY THE TRUE. 
PLOTTED. PREVIOUS 
IN SECRET: EMPEROR, 
сто BRING. WHO WAS 
ABOUT THE THE YOUNGEST 
DEATH OF SON, ENDED 
HER ФОМФ UP ON THE 
BROTHERS. THRONE. 


SPEAKS 
ABOUT THE STILL, 
IMPERIAL THIS OLD 
FAMILY SO | EUNUCH... 


ENCOUNTERED 
SOMEONE WITH CASUALLY, 
ANY INTEREST BUT I DON'T 
IN THIG SENSE 
HOSTILITY 


LIKE SUBJECT... 
Your. 2983 
SELF. 


IN HIS 


ITS AG 
IF HEG A 
SCHOLAR 

STATING 

FACTS IN AN 

OBJECTIVE 

MANNER. 


muU / : J SOMEONE 
! > რ ELSE 
AN YES. | | ; 

WAS ONCE 
აირ ще p INTERESTED 
WHO WORKED ; А IN THE SHRINE 

AS WELL? 
HERE LONG 5 
AGO. | 


...ЭРЕАКМ@ 
OF A 
DOCTOR 
NAMED 
LUOMEN 
BY ANY 
CHANCE?! 


WHENEVER 
HE WAS 
š FREE, HE 
ВИТ WOULD 
THE TRUTH APPEAR AND MILL ABOUT D 
19, HES AN ТО ВЕ А 4 GAZE AT THE INNER 


mo "ны THE SHRINE COURT... 
MAN... 
PLANTED THE WAY 
А PLETHORA 
OF MEDICINAL ў YOU WERE 
HERBS ALL 7 
OVER THE 
INNER 
COURT. 


HE 
WAS CAST 
OUT OF THE 
PALACE AS А 
-“ФО CRIMINAL... 
MAYBE I 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE 
BROUGHT 


HE 
HE TOOK 
RUNS A МЕ ІМ. 


І MANAGED 
To WRITE ТИ 
< + 


HO 
THERE, 
FOOD 
TASTER. 


I SHOULD 
LIKE YOU 
TO COME 
WITH ME. 


7 ЛІ ! RS 


I'M 
INCLINED TO 
ATTEMPT THE 
SHRINE OF 
CHOOSING 
NOW. 


Р 


12222 


ABOUT ТО 
HAPPEN 
HERE 


IMPERIAL 
MAJESTY 
GAO SHUN 


072 
22 


ПИШИ 


SUMMONED 
JINSHI AND 


2 


2 
| 
2 
2 
| 


SS 


SS 


2 
2 


Й, 
= 


Y 


| 4 
fä 
75 
d / 


THEY DON 
ФЕЕМ ТО 
KNOW WHA 
GOING ON 
EITHER. 


I HAVE 


BEEN 

AWAITING a 
YOUR 

ARRIVAL. 


OUTCOME 
MAY REMAIN 
THE SAME, 


HOWEVER „რ 


MANY TIMES | Б 
YOU TRY, | 


39 
gi) 


YOUR MN 
MAJESTY. y L ITS THE 
TEACHER 
FROM THE 
MAIDS’ 
SCHOOL. 


DO YOU 
REQUIRE AN 
ATTENDANT 
THIS NIGHT? 


INSOLENT 
TONE HE 
USES IN 

SPEAKING 
TO THE 

EMPEROR 
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I SHALL 
HAVE THESE 
TWO JOIN 
ME. 


I CAN 

UNDERSTAND 

BRINGING 
WHAT | JINSHI SINCE 

EXACTLY HE PERFORMS 

! RITUALS AND 
50 ON, BUT 

WHY ME? 


ARE 
WOMEN 
ALLOWED 
TO ENTER 
THE 
SHRINE? 


NOW, 
WITHOUT 
FURTHER 


ARE THREE 
V DOORS IN 
DIFFERENT 

COLORS: А 
ABOVE BLUE ONE, А 
THEM, А RED ONE, AND 


WHICH 
DOOR 


WILL YOU PLACARD А GREEN ONE 

CHOOSE? READS, "DO FROM RIGHT 
NOT PASS TO LEFT. 
THROUGH 


з THE RED 
| DOOR.” 


I CHOSE 
GREEN 
LAST TIME, 
SO LET'S 
CO WITH 
BLUE. 


PROCEED 
THROUGH 
THIS 
DOOR. 


NOW 
WHICH 
DOOR 

WILL YOU 
CHOOSE? 


AND YET 
ANOTHER 
SION... 
THIS ONE 
READS, 
"PO NOT 
PASS 
THROUGH 
THE BLACK 


HERE 15 
THE NEXT 
SET OF 
DOORS. 


JUST 
WHEN I 
THOUGHT 
THIS SHRINE 


JOUR WAS READY 


MAJESTY 


THE BLUE, 
WANTING 
TO HAVE 
ANOTHER 


MUST BE 
BECAUSE 
THE OLD 
EUNUCH 
KEEPS 
REPAINTING 
THEM. 


IF THEY 
BUILT THIS 
PLACE LIKE 
А MAZE TO 
MAKE YOU 
LOSE YOUR 
SENSE OF 
DIRECTION. 


COMPARED 
TO THE 
WALLS 

AND THE 
PILLARS, THE 
DOORS ARE 

VIVID AND 
IN PERFECT 

CONDITION. 


YOU ARE NO 
CHILD OF 
THE QUEEN 
MOTHER.” 


I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT THATS 
SUPPOSED TO 


MEAN, BUT ITS 
AN OBVIOUS 
DIGAVOWAL. 


MY RESULTS 
REMAIN THE 
SAME. 


DOES THIS 


MEAN IT'S 
IMPOSSIBLE 
SAYING, FOR ME TO 
YOUR KNOW THE 

| MAJESTY? WILL OF 


HEAVEN? 


THIS SHRINE 
CAME TO BE š 
LOCKED AWAY | 


WITHIN THE 
CONFINES OF 
NOTHING THE INNER 
TO DO „І BECAME COURT... 
WITH THE ITS SOLE 
WILL OF CARETAKER. 


HEAVEN. 


706255 
PERHAPS Å SOME- 
HE CHOSE |F 


71 ENTER THE А EUNUCH... 
INNER COURT 
AND CONTINUE 
TO PROTECT 
THIS SHRINE. p 


I SHALL 
GUIDE 
YOU 
OUT. 


EMPEROR 

DID AS ALL 

THE SIGNS 
SAID... 


WAS THERE 

Zu SOME KIND 

j E : OF DOUBLE 
ai de E MEANING 
| My TO THE 


WOULD | | | DIRECTIONS? 


WAS 
IT THE 
NUMBER 

о 


F 

: су 
P 

1А 


YOU MEAN TO 
SAY THAT IF MY [| 
ADOPTIVE FATHER | 
WERE HERE, HE 
WOULD BE ABLE 
TO FIGURE IT 


PERHAPS. 
WHO CAN 


er | 
-HOW I 
ESPECIALLY ш Ш | Ш 


EXCEPTIONAL. 


BRILLIANT, 
ITS 


S 
I BUT 
N ms OLD 
I — EUNUCH'S 
— DISMISSAL 
== DOESNOT 
= SIT RIGHT 
m) N THAT- HAVE 22 ди XL 
SOMETHING Й, | 
TODO WITH. 2 
SÍ == < ۸ 7? 7 77 


111 


ALL YOU 
„„вит IM NOT 
МУ FA, so THE ۰ 
ANSWER WON'T 
COME TO ME 
50 EASILY. 
"COLORS === 
2 AND... 


DO YOU 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT IT MEANS 
BY "YOU ARE 
NO CHILD OF 
THE QUEEN 
MOTHER"? 


"CHILD 
OF THE 
QUEEN 
MOTHER” 
2 


IT 
BOYS 19 SAID 
INHERIT THAT IN 
THAT MOST 
NATION і WHICH CASES 
HAS BEEN Š MAKES 
РАФФЕР THEM MALE 
DOWN | FROM THEIR 
7 ERS... 
THROUGH THROUGH 44 A FATHERS 
THE 
PATERNAL 
LINE, 


SUCCES- 
ee SION. 


BUT IN THE 
FOUNDING 
LEGEND, 

THERE 15 NO 

DEPICTION, 

MUCH LESS 

A MENTION, 
OF THE 

EMPEROR'S 
FATHER. 


- AND 
GIRLS 
INHERIT 
THAT WHICH 
MAKES THEM 
FEMALE... 


YOU ARE 
NO CHILD 
OF THE 
QUEEN 
MOTHER.” 


MAY BE 
A CHILD 
OF THE 
KING... 


sala 
INTENDED 
TO ENSURE 
THAT THE 
QUEEN 
MOTHERS 
BLOODLINE 
REMAINS A 
PART OF THE 
IMPERIAL 


...ВИТ ARE 
RUMORED 
TO HAVE 
ACTUALLY 
BEEN 

ASSAS- 

SINATED 

BY THE 
EMPRESS... 


EPIDEMIC... 


IF THIS 
RITE OF 
PASSAGE 


AND WHAT 
IF THE 
PREVIOUS 
EMPERORS 
BROTHERS 
WHO DIED 

IN THE 


WILL YOU 
ALLOW 
IT, YOUR 


MAJESTY? 


WERE THE 
PREVIOUS 
ЕМРЕКОК 5 
BROTHERS 
ALL BORNE 
BY THE SAME 
MOTHER? 


I'VE HEARD 
THAT THE 
MOTHERS 
OF THOSE 
РЕІМСЕФ 

МЕКЕ 

SISTERS. 


I HAVE 


ANOTHER 
QUESTION FOR MEN 
THAT МА? OF NOBLE 
ZOME BLOOD... 
...MARRYING 
ACROSS SISTERS 
Аб INSO- 
fre OR CLOSE 
RELATIVES 


15 NOTHING ` 
UNUSUAL. 


IN THE 
IMPERIAL 
LINE WHO 

HAVE 

TAKEN THE 


DID SOME 
OF THEM 
HAVE POOR 
EYESIGHT? 


THAT YOU 

MENTION IT, 

I'VE HEARD 

BUT 5 ТНАТ МАМУ ІМ 

NOT THE THE LINE HAD 

PREVIOUS ызу; ISSUES WITH 

EMPEROR... р ; THEIR SIGHT. 
HE HAD 
GOOD 

EYES. 


GO 
THROUGH 
THE SHRINE 


Аққа» 
ies 


А 


GB Thanks for reading 
: The Apothecary Diaries, 
Å Volume 10! 
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There are so many gorgeous 
Sy women in this story that every 
ს time another beauty appears 
among this bevy of beauties, she 
raises the hurdle a little higher! 
It's been a fun challenge to draw! 


From the artist, 
Nekokurage 
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E We've finally, reached, Volume 10! 


1 hope to ses you in Volume 11 26 vell! 
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YOU 
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GENTLER 
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